
The cellular telephone has proven to be a boon for less devel-
oped economies, permitting people to own a telephone with-
out having to install expensive landlines. Angola's Unitel has been
expanding rapidly since it started operations in 2001, taking ad-
vantage of the end of the civil war to extend the benefits of wire-
less communications to millions of people. 

The company has gained almost a million new clients in the
past year, moving from 3.3 million at the end of 2007 to about
4.25 million at the end of 2008, representing a market share of
about 66%. 

Unitel is also well on its way to meet-
ing its goal of rolling its network out to
all 146 of Angola’s cities and towns. It
added the town of Samba Caju, in the
province of Kwanza Norte, to the net-
work at the beginning of December,
bringing the total number of munici-
palities covered to 94 and almost dou-
bling the number of covered towns at
the end of 2006.

Angola has a population of about
12.5 million, giving Unitel plenty of
room to grow in coming years. The
company is already preparing for that
growth with a plan to invest heavily in
human resources. Unitel is recruiting students and young grad-
uates and training them to ensure staff requirements can be met.
The success of the recruitment program can be seen in the age
ratio of its staff: 72% of employees are under 30 years old, 23%
are between 30 and 40 years old and 5% are older than 40. 

Investors who would like to buy a piece of Unitel’s growth po-
tential will have to be patient, however. The company, which is
25% owned by Portugal Telecom SA, with the rest evenly di-
vided between Sonangol, Mercury and Geni, isn’t considering
a public share sale any time soon, General Manager Amilcar Safe-
ca said at the beginning of December. 

The African country of Angola, after the end of more
than three decades of civil war that halted all at-
tempts at economic and social progress, is now
firmly on the path to becoming one of the conti-
nent's great success stories. 

The peace agreements signed in 2002 with rebel
group UNITA, and in 2006 with separatists in the
exclave of Cabinda, brought peace and stability to
the entire country for the first time since before gain-
ing independence from Portugal in 1975. 

Angola’s government, led by President Jose Ed-
uardo dos Santos, hasn’t wasted a moment in start-
ing to rebuild the country. Revenue from oil and
diamonds has been channeled into projects to build
schools, hospitals, roads and other infrastructure
around the country. 

Dos Santos and his cabinet are working to diversify
the economy and reduce the country’s dependence

on mineral wealth. Part of this includes attracting
investors to take advantage of the country's fantastic
potential. “We are creating the environment so that
it is profitable to develop business in Angola, and
so that the private sector can play a greater role, es-
pecially in the non-oil economy,” says Aguinaldo
Jaime, head of the National Agency for Private In-
vestment. “The mineral economy is capital inten-
sive and doesn't create much employment. We
want to move away from the capital intensive econ-
omy to the labor intensive economy.”

Angola can count on many allies around the
world to help its development. The U.S. has been
a close friend during the administration of Ge-
orge W. Bush, and President-elect Barack Oba-
ma will continue maintaining warm ties with
Angola after his inauguration, Ambassador Dan
Mozena said in November. 

As one of the biggest diamond mines in the world, Catoca has generated significant results
for the country, which has enhanced the population’s quality of life. We develop programs in
the following areas: nutrition, health, sports, culture, education and professional training, thus
promoting sustainable development for the community. Catoca’s main goal is to invest in the
country, believing in the Angolans’ capacity and strength.

Good for Angola. Better for the Community.

Investing in
the wealth

of the country
means investing

in the Community.
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UNITEL

Telecoms advance
progress agenda
Cell phone provider Unitel has increased its subscriber
base by one milllion over the past year

AGUINALDO JAIME
Head of the National Agency for
Private Investment

TAAG-Linhas Aereas de An-
gola is one of Africa’s biggest
airlines, with flights to major
cities all over the continent and
other parts of the world. The
airline is now undergoing a re-
organization that promises to
turn it into a world-class com-
pany able to compete with the
industry’s big boys. 

TAAG has one of the most

modern air fleets in
Africa, having tak-
en delivery of brand
new Boeing 737s
and 777s in the past
two years. The fleet
makes stops at cities
including the capi-
tals of Congo-Braz-
zaville, the
D e m o c r a t i c
Republic of Congo,
Zimbabwe, Zam-
bia, Namibia and
destinations in South Africa. 

The Angolan airline is 100%
state-owned, and is benefiting
from an ambitious government
program to improve the coun-
try’s airports. About $400 mil-
lion has been invested over the
past two years by the Angola
National Company of Explo-
ration of Airports and Air Nav-

igation, or ENANA,
on this plan. 

TAAG itself has
also gained from a
modernization pro-
gram that has led to
the computeriza-
tion of many tasks
that had previously
been carried out
manually, as well as
improvements to
customer service.

The government
recently approved the com-
plete overhaul of TAAG's man-
agement to enable the airline
to better meet international
aviation standards. TAAG has-
n’t had permission to fly to
European airports since 2007,
and the government wasn’t sat-
isfied with efforts by the com-
pany’s previous management

to make the changes necessary
to return to Europe. 

The country needs TAAG to
be “prepared to cope with the
economic development that
Angola is currently experienc-
ing,” says Transport Minister
Augusto Tomas. 

To achieve that goal the gov-
ernment might seek an inter-
national partner for TAAG.
Other changes, approved by the

government in November 2008,
include a new executive board,
personnel changes throughout
the rest of the company, a new
financial and business strategy,
and a more modern image. 

Once all the ambitious im-

provement plans
have been success-
fully carried out,
TAAG will be well
positioned to con-

tinue the expansion of its fleet
with newer, better planes and
extend its route map to more
destinations, all in a bid to of-
fer Angolans and visitors to
Angola a vastly improved trav-
el experience. 

Catching up is new TAAG line
The national airline is one of Africa’s largest. Now it is being overhauled from top to bottom in a bid to become world class

PRESIDENT JOSE EDUARDO DOS SANTOS has led Angola through its reconstruction

Rebuilding
the country
from the inside
out, Angola
continues to
make solid
progress in
economic
development

HENRIQUES DA SILVA 
Director of International
Investment Partnerships 
& Institutions

AUGUSTO TOMAS
Transport Minister

Building new bridges: Angola
reconstructs at home and abroad

A more extensive version 
of this report is 

available at 
www.unitedworld-usa.com
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TAAG is modernizing 
to meet international
aviation standards
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People have long known about
Angola's vast mineral wealth,
but the civil war that plagued
the country from independence
in 1975 until the 2002 peace
agreement prevented potential
prospectors from going out to
identify promising sites and ex-
ploiting them. 

During the war years, the
government concentrated its
resources on maintaining pro-
duction of diamonds from sites
that were already functioning.
Now that peace has returned
to the country, Angola’s Min-
istry of Geology and Mines is
now working to better catalog
the country’s potential and ex-
pand output to include other
resources such as iron, man-
ganese, gold, copper, lead, zinc
and others.

Part of the ministry’s job is
to get the word out to investors
that Angola is now a peaceful
country with huge possibili-
ties. Geology Minister Mank-
enda Ambroise has traveled
far and wide to attract part-

ners in mining companies to
the country.

“We try to get the message
across that Angola is not a war-
struck country anymore, and
my role as member of the gov-
ernment is to show the possi-
bilities there are in the mining
sector,” he says. “Angola does
not only have diamonds, it has
many mineral resources and a
potential that still needs to be
explored.”

Much of the country’s min-
eral wealth could be used to
help rebuild Angola after the
long war, and that is indeed a
priority at the ministry. Iron,
manganese and other metals
can form the basis of a steel in-
dustry that could contribute
materials for bridges and oth-
er vital infrastructure, for ex-
ample. 

One aspect of the emphasis
on helping Angolans and re-
building the county is an effort
by the ministry to promote the
extraction of phosphates and
other minerals that can be used

as fertilizers to help boost agri-
cultural production.

Another priority of the min-
istry is to ensure that regular
Angolans also profit from the
extraction of the country’s
wealth. One way to ensure that
is to use the materials to build
housing as well as roads, and
another is to make sure that the
communities where mines are
located gain employment and
other benefits.

The ministry will “take ac-
tion so that companies that in-
vest in the mining sector
consider local communities,”
Ambroise says. “We say yes to
extracting mineral resources,
but thinking also of the com-
munities around those re-
sources.”

Of course mining already
provides thousands of jobs in
Angola, and every year more
employment is created. Ango-
la is currently the world’s fourth-
biggest producer of diamonds,
and is set to rise to number three
by 2010. 

The country’s mines pro-
duced 7 million carats of di-
amonds in 2006, and that
figure is likely to increase to
17 million in 2010, according
to Endiama, Angola’s state-
owned diamond company.
The country has hundreds of
kimberlitic pipes, geological
formations where diamonds
are frequently found, and on-
ly a handful are currently be-
ing mined, so there are many

opportunities to increase
output.

The ministry has taken
many steps to increase pro-
duction and benefit from An-
gola’s mineral wealth, but more
needs to be done. The gov-
ernment is looking for invest-
ment partners to help seek out
and catalog mineral deposits,
and then decide which ones

can most readily and profitably
be extracted. 

“The country is potentially
rich, but its potential still needs
to be defined, which is why it is
important to work with the pri-
vate sector,” Ambroise says. “We
need to conduct more studies
to find resources that are not be-
ing exploited yet and that can
increase our potential.”

How rich are they? Angola readies
for an official study of its reserves
The Ministry of Geology and Mines is leading the drive to
catalog new mineral reserves and widen the country’s mining offer. 
It is counting on private sector partners to aid in the cause 

The Ministry of Geology and Mines aims to expand Angola’s mineral output to include other resources such as iron, manganese, gold, copper, lead and zinc

MANKENDA AMBROISE
Minister of Geology and Mines
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Shoulder to the wheel

Angola’s government is deter-
mined to diversify investments
in mineral extraction to lessen
the country’s dependence on
oil and diamonds. It will be
years, though, before the im-
portance of the Catoca dia-
mond mine is eclipsed by
production from other mines.

Catoca, located in the Lun-
da Sul province, produced 71%
of Angola’s diamonds last year,
and has an annual production
capacity of about 8 million
carats. In 2007 the company
operating the mine had rev-
enue of $451.4 million, and
contributed about $100 mil-
lion to government coffers. 

The Catoca kimberlitic pipe
is one of the world’s largest di-
amond deposits, with reserves
estimated at 271 million tons
of diamondiferous ore. The
deposit is expected to yield
approximately 189 million
carats of diamonds over the
next 40 years, an amount val-
ued at $11 billion.

The company, which is
owned by Endiama, Angola’s
state-owned diamond com-
pany, the Alrosa Group, Rus-
sia’s biggest diamond company,
and Daumonty Financing Co.
of Israel, has a social invest-
ment policy that has led it to
fund the construction of
schools, hospitals and other
projects to help improve the
lives of the mine’s workers and
their families. 

CATOCA

The source
of 71% of
Angola’s
diamonds

JOSE MANUEL AUGUSTO GANGA
JUNIOR, CEO of CATOCA 

Antonio Mosquito, founder
of the company that bears his
name, is a man with a gigan-
tic ambition – he wants to use
the economic power generat-
ed by Grupo Antonio Mos-
quito’s many business activities
to improve the education,
health and transportation sys-
tems throughout Angola, all to
bring a better standard of liv-
ing to his countrymen. 

“To sustain the growth of
the country, it will be neces-
sary to build new roads on
which people and goods can
be transported and that will
create a link with the interior
of the country,” he says. 

Mosquito understands as
well as anyone the vital link
between education and eco-
nomic growth. He came from
a humble background in An-
gola’s Huamba province,
where he started out working
in family businesses before
eventually starting up his own,
eponymous company in 1980. 

In the decades since then,
Grupo Mosquito has grown
and successfully moved into
various sectors of Angola’s
economy, including agricul-
tural equipment and fishing,

general commerce, education
and training and, most im-
portantly, oil.

Grupo Mosquito is the own-
er of Falcon Oil, the only whol-
ly privately-owned oil
company in Africa. Falcon has
successfully worked with some
of the biggest oil companies
in Africa and the world, in-
cluding Sonangol of Angola,
Exxon Mobil Corp. of the U.S.,
Italy’s Eni, Total of France and
Petrobras.  

Falcon owns parts of sever-
al blocks that are either already
producing or in the process of
being developed for produc-

tion. The company has worked
with Exxon on Angola’s Block
33 for years and in recent years
has formed part of the groups
that will exploit Blocks 6, 15,
17 and 18. Falcon is also look-
ing to expand outside Ango-
la, according to Mosquito. 

While oil is one of Grupo
Mosquito’s biggest sources of
revenue, the company’s oth-
er activities in areas including
construction are also impor-
tant. Grupo Mosquito helps
build roads, schools and hos-
pitals around the country as
part of its goal to invest in
projects that improve peo-
ple’s lives. 

The group has participated
in projects that include the
construction of roads in Mos-
quito’s native Huambo
province, as well as develop-
ing real estate projects in Luan-
da and other parts of the
country. 

The group is involved in var-
ious types of trading of prod-
ucts from within the country
and from other parts of the
world. As part of that trading,
Mosquito is the exclusive im-
porter of Audi and Volkswa-
gen cars into Angola. 

Grupo Antonio Mosquito, one of the country’s largest private groups, is rolling up
its sleeves as it looks to participate in building the foundations of a new Angola

ANTONIO MOSQUITO
President of Grupo Mosquito

Grupo Antonio Mosquito owns busi-
nesses that operate in several different
sectors of the economy. Owner Anto-
nio Mosquito is also careful to return
some of what the group makes from An-
gola to the country’s residents, to help
them improve their lives, especially
through investments in education and
health care. 

“It is important to bring education
to every corner of the country, be-
cause the people of a country are al-
ways its main resource,” he says. “We
need to rebuild our infrastructure,
create technical schools and improve
our health system. Everything will

come with education, because an ed-
ucated man is capable of doing every-
thing he needs to do.” 

Grupo Antonio Mosquito works
with several different charities to
help Angola’s less fortunate, and con-
centrates especially on aiding those
least able to fend for themselves, the
country’s children. 

The group makes donations to
groups including the Catholic Mis-
sions in Angola, and the Fundaçao
Eduardo dos Santos ,  or  FESA ,
which is the charitable organiza-
tion founded by Angola’s Presi-
dent that distr ibutes food and
clothing, gives medical assistance
and works to improve education
and provide jobs.

The Crianca Futuro project, or Fu-
ture Child, is another program the
Mosquito group works with, trying
to help orphans and other children
affected by Angola’s recent civil war.
All the programs concentrate on
health and education, and Mosqui-
to has an ambition to join both areas
with one charitable act. 

“The first thing I want to do, and not
only when I retire, is to build a univer-
sity hospital,” Mosquito says. “The on-
ly thing that would actually touch my
soul is if people remembered me for my
work in education and health, which are
two of the foundations of the earth.”

In its social contributions, Grupo Mosquito places these two “foundations” of society at the top of its list

The Crianca Futuro project works to improve the lives of
Angola’s orphans and other children affected by the war

Grupo Mosquito’s Falcon Oil wants to expand in both the upstream and downstream
sectors in the country’s oil industry 

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Education and healthcare are focus for Group

Grupo Mosquito operates
in many sectors of the econ-
omy, but education remains
the area closest to its founder’s
heart. Mosquito understands
the importance of education
and is working to improve
learning opportunities for his

own employees and other An-
golans all around the country.

“In order to achieve all of
our goals in the industrial sec-
tor, mining sector and oil sec-
tor, we need qualified people
because we are very few,”
Mosquito says. 
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TThhee  ffoouunnddaattiioonnss for a positive future based on
dialogue rather than confrontation for the small but
significantly oil-rich Angolan territory of Cabinda
have allowed it to reveal its full potential

Angola's province of Cabinda
is moving into a new era of po-
litical stability and economic
development. This small Con-
go Delta exclave was held back
by civil war and underinvest-
ment, but the signing of a
peace accord and the end of
the local separatist movement
have allowed its people to
rapidly begin recovering. Oil
wealth has made Cabinda one
of Angola’s richest provinces
and its chief export earner.
Now, the province is harness-
ing its resources to diversify
its economy, and building so-
cial and economic infrastruc-
ture that goes far beyond oil.

With the end of the local
separatist movement, Cabin-
da’s people are coming back
to their homes and farms, and
beginning the process of re-
construction. After decades
of conflict, peace has returned
to the province after an accord
signed by the Cabinda Forum
for Dialogue, representing the
separatists, and the govern-
ment on August 1, 2006.

As outlined in the Me-
morandum of Understand-
ing, the central government
is helping the demobilized
soldiers of the Front for the
Liberation of the Exclave of
Cabinda return to civilian
life, and assisting refugees in
surrounding countries to re-
turn to the province. Cabin-
dan ministers have
guaranteed seats in the pres-
ident’s cabinet.

However, the real fruit of
peace isn’t politics, but pros-
perity and dignity for Cabin-
da’s people. Cabinda now
keeps a percentage of the roy-
alties collected on its oil, and
is directing the revenue to
health, education, and infra-
structure projects. Refugees
and demobilized soldiers need
work, so the province is di-
versifying its economy into
agriculture, forestry, fisheries,
and industrial projects to pro-
vide jobs.

Aldina Matilde da Lomba
directs the provincial agency

that is helping reintegrate
former fighters into the
province’s civil society, and is
upbeat about the transition.
“This is an irreversible
process that removes all neg-
ative factors from the past, to
build a nation united in the
values of democracy, social
justice and respect for hu-
man rights,” she says.

Now that hostilities are
over, the government can re-
focus its energies on nation-
al integration, democracy,
and economic growth. As
part of the agreement, some
of the guerilla soldiers have
been integrated into the An-
golan Armed Forces, and
Cabindan families have been
registered on the national
identification list.

On September 5, 2008, vot-
ers in Cabinda and across An-
gola turned out in large
numbers for an election that
was judged to be free and fair
by international observers. In
Cabinda, as in the rest of An-
gola, the peaceful poll result-
ed in a majority for the ruling
MPLA of President Jose Ed-
uardo dos Santos.

Cabinda Forum for Dia-
logue head Bento Bembe has
praised President dos Santos
for maintaining the national
government’s focus on the
reconciliation effort. “Those
of us involved with the
process have always believed
that the government would
honor its commitments with
the FDC,” he says. 

Bembe, currently a minis-
ter in the national govern-
ment, explains that the shared
national and provincial goal
of reconstruction and devel-
opment remains paramount.
“Our greatest wish is to see
Cabinda as a great destina-
tion for investment. Peace is
the essential factor to attract
foreign investments that help
reduce unemployment. We're
working together with the
government, and these con-
cerns are our priority.” 

Bolstered by Cabinda’s ris-
ing oil revenues, increased
government services and in-
frastructure have already
come online to meet the
province’s needs. Additional
police personnel and eight
new police stations have been
introduced in a successful ef-
fort to enhance security and
cut crime. A $2.55 billion
bridge and roadway project
will connect the Cabinda ex-
clave to Angola’s growing
transport network by 2012.

Jose Anibal Lopes Rocha,
the provincial governor, out-
lines how the new revenues
are opening up new possibil-
ities for economic develop-
ment. “Before we had an
annual budget of $72 million,
and today we have a budget
of $250 million. We’re going
to build a deepwater port, and
the new bridge will tie Cabin-
da more closely to the rest of
the country.” 

Governor Lopes Rocha is
particularly proud of the so-
cial projects that Cabinda has
been able to accomplish. “The
province has good quality
schools, with no students out-
side the system, which means
that we have schools in every
town. We're still investing a lot
in housing projects. We have
a good health system, and
Cabinda stands out regard-
ing the low level of infant
mortality – it's the lowest in
the country.”

Improved and modern
infrastructure is giving way
to faster economic growth
for the exclave of Cabinda
by lowering costs,
decreasing travel times
and helping business
efficiency

Over the next few years the
people of Cabinda will enjoy
the benefits of new road, tran-
sit, ferry, port, drinking wa-
ter, and sanitation facilities.
These government infra-
structure investments will
make daily life easier for res-
idents of the region, and
boost business by reducing
transport times and costs.

The province is already
halfway through a $190 mil-
lion project to improve 170
miles of roads that connect
the provincial capital, Cabin-
da City, to the rest of the

province and the border with
the Democratic Republic of
the Congo. Passenger travel
on the new roads will be
faster and easier, thanks to a
fleet of 152 new buses.

An even more ambitious
highway project will give the
Cabinda exclave a high-qual-
ity land link with the rest of
Angola. The new road will
cross the strip of DRC terri-
tory between Cabinda and
the city of Soya in northern
Angola, and include a 12-mile
bridge over the Zaire River.
This $2.55-billion undertak-
ing “will bring the benefits of
development, not just for the
province of Cabinda, but al-
so for the region of Soyo and
the DRC,” says Cabinda gov-
ernor Jose Anibal Lopes
Rocha.

In the meantime, a new fast
ferry has started operation to

give Cabinda a quick and
modern link with the rest of
the country. The 42-knot
maximum speed of the Ebo
ferryboat has already cut the
three-hour trip between
Cabinda City and Soyo down
to just one hour, and the pre-
vious 15-hour journey to

Luanda now takes only six
hours. Two classes of travel
offer budget and deluxe ac-
commodations on the Ital-
ian-built vessel, which can
carry 370 people in addition
to cargo.

Cabinda now boasts An-
gola’s second-largest airport,

after renovations carried out
in 2007 upgraded its termi-
nal buildings and installed
an 8,000-foot runway.
Modern baggage handling,
security, and control tower
equipment have enhanced
safety and increased the air-
port’s capacity. Internation-
al Civil Aviation
Organization officials re-
cently gave the airport a thor-
ough inspection, and issued
a positive opinion on the new
improvements. Plans are al-
ready underway for a new
cargo terminal.

The seaport of Cabinda
came under new manage-
ment in 2004, and is set on
overhauling its physical in-
frastructure and its opera-
tions. When complete, the
port’s five new cranes will be
able to unload five 12,000-
ton ships at the same time.

The $100-million expansion
plan is opening up the port
to bigger vessels by dredging
out a 30-foot maneuvering
basin and a 260-foot access
channel. On shore, new si-
los, power networks, and
storage facilities will also im-
prove the port’s cargo-han-
dling speed.

Revenues and cargo move-
ment are both up signifi-
cantly as a result of the
improvements that have al-
ready been carried out. In-
vesting in people is also
paying off for the Port of
Cabinda, which has taken on
new employees and taught
them the skills needed to use
the new equipment. The port
takes an active interest in in-
creasing the education of its
workers, and is training its
literate workers to help illit-
erate workers learn to read.

INFRASTRUCTURE

New projects to expand Cabinda’s infrastructure

Peace laid the groundwork for
development in Cabinda, and
revenues from the oil boom are
allowing the province to build on that
foundation. Now, international and
local agencies are pursuing projects
large and small to help Cabinda’s
peace and prosperity take root. The
United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) is playing a key
role, along with oil giant Chevron and
the governments of Cabinda and
Angola.

USAID participates in the

Municipal Development Program,
which provides over $8 million to
improve local administrators’ ability
to create and manage local
development programs. USAID is
supporting infrastructure
development in the voluntary sector
by increasing its funding to a non-
governmental organization called
Search for Common Ground. For the
next two years, the agency will
provide $600,000 to support the
organization’s efforts, which
combine peaceful conflict resolution

with road and water infrastructure.
Creating stable agricultural work is

another high priority for USAID, which
is collaborating with the oil companies
to create an agricultural fund. The
fund will set up warehousing and
distribution infrastructure, train
farmers to increase their productivity,
and help create 5,000 new jobs on
1,000 farms. 

Chevron plans to use some of the
food produced by the project at its
Malongo onshore terminal, and is also
supporting some more unusual
agricultural projects. A Chevron-
funded program is bringing in expert
beekeepers to train Cabindans and
build up a local honey-producing
industry.

Cabinda’s growing economy needs
basic supplies, and the provincial and
national governments are working
together to generate jobs by
producing those supplies in Cabinda.
The $37 million Futila industrial
park, under construction north of
Cabinda City, has been planned as a
prime location for producers of
wood, brick, tile, and cement. Local
officials are confident that the park’s
infrastructure will make it a choice
location to do business, with
Cabinda’s construction industry in full
swing and Chevron seeking out local
suppliers for its humming operations
at nearby Malongo.

Since the peace accord, Cabinda is now a safer place with greater liberty to grow

Projects are underway to promote agriculture as a stable alternative to oil

New roads are decreasing travel times around Cabinda and to the mainland

STRONG AND STABLE

End of war means beginning of growth

� LOCATION:
An exclave of Angola, separated
from the rest of the country by the
Democratic Republic of the Congo

� POPULATION:
approximately 300,000

� CAPITAL: Cabinda City

� CURRENCY: Kwanza (AOA)

� EXCHANGE RATE:
75.2 kwanza per U.S. dollar
(2008)

� AGRICULTURE:
Cassava, bananas, coffee

� MINERALS:
Crude oil, manganese, gold,
uranium, quartz, phosphates

� INDUSTRY:
Oil extraction, oil refinery,
construction materials, food
produce, wines, tobacco, timber and
furniture

JOSE ANIBAL LOPES ROCHA, Governor Province of Cabinda

CABINDA
Peace agreement opens a 
new era for Cabinda province
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Angola is Africa’s third-biggest
oil producer, and Cabinda is the
country’s most oil-rich
province. With national pro-
duction rising to about 2 mil-
lion barrels per day this year,
Cabinda’s petroleum resources
are fuelling Angola’s prosperi-
ty and generating jobs. The oil
industry is reaping the benefits
of peace and stability by in-
vesting in projects to reduce
environmental impact and by
helping Cabinda’s people im-
prove their standard of living.

Chevron’s Cabinda Gulf Oil

Company (CABGOC) sub-
sidiary is the country’s biggest
foreign oil industry employer
and pumps out 171,000 barrels
per day. 2,700 Angolans make
up 87% of the company’s work-
force in Angola, accounting for
fully 75% of its supervisory and
professional staff. 

Chevron’s Malongo termi-
nal stores and exports oil from
CABGOC and other pro-
ducers. Already located close
to Block Zero and Block 14
production areas, new dis-
coveries and a proposed new

crude pipeline will direct even
more oil to the Malongo fa-
cility. The Cabinda South
block, including the mam-
moth 170-million-barrel Mas-
sambala-1 oilfield, lies within
30 miles of the terminal.

As impressive as these num-
bers are, Cabinda’s oil industry
is about to get much bigger. The
massive Tombua Landana pro-
ject is coming online in Block
14 in 2009, and will produce an
average of 100,000 barrels per
day by 2010. To reach the de-
posits beneath the seafloor, the

project commissioned the
Tombua Landana Compliant
Piled Tower, one of the world’s
tallest man-made structures. 

Rising from its base anchored
to the seabed to a production
platform above the ocean sur-
face, the 1,554-foot tower is
taller than the Sears Tower or
the Empire State Building.
Chevron has a 31% stake in the
project, which is being devel-
oped with Angolan national oil
producer Sonangol and Italy’s
ENI SpA.

The $3 billion project will in-
clude over $250 million of lo-
cal content, maximizing the
use of Angolan engineering,
procurement, construction,
and installation capabilities. But
Tombua Landana isn’t just an

effort to develop natural re-
sources – it’s about cultivating
human resources as well.
Chevron is sending Angolan
trainees to its deepwater train-
ing center in Louisiana, and giv-
ing some work experience on
rigs in the Gulf of Mexico. Other
local workers are studying for
internationally recognized mar-

itime credentials, so that they
can gain skilled jobs docking
tankers at Angola’s offshore
platforms and onshore ports.

Chevron is part of a cooper-
ative human-development ef-
fort called the Angola
Partnership, which set up a mi-
cro lending bank called
NovoBanco in 2004. NovoBan-
co has made more than $27 mil-
lion of loans to more than 5,500
micro and small enterprises.
Another part of the initiative

has provided seeds, tools, and
food to approximately two mil-
lion people spread across six
provinces.

Burning flares used to be a
common sight atop oil wells, as
producers disposed of natural
gas by-products in the cheap-
est way possible. In Angola, pro-
ducers are giving the
environment a break, and the
country a whole new resource,
by eliminating the practice. In-
stead of wastefully flaring gas in-
to the atmosphere, Chevron
and its partners in Cabinda’s
Block Zero have built the Taku-
la Gas Processing Plant to
process, store, and transport it.

In addition to these direct in-
vestments in Cabinda’s well-be-
ing, oil producers support the
government’s development ef-
forts by contributing to the tax
base. Cabinda's government
keeps 10% of the income from
local production for its own
projects, which include pro-
grams to improve the health
and education of the province's
population.
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Revenues from oil are
being used to diversify the
economy, mainly into
agriculture and timber.
One of the results of this
increased productivity is a
growing middle class and
a stronger financial sector 

Oil is the best-known com-
ponent of Cabinda’s econo-
my, but the province’s wealth
doesn’t stop there. New pro-
jects that take advantage of
its rich timber resources,
teeming fisheries, and fertile
soil are helping diversify the
economy, using the oil in-
dustry to fuel development
in other sectors. With Cabin-
da in the lead of a surging An-
golan economy, the country’s
banks have found fertile
ground in the province and
are opening new branches.
Cabinda is turning out to be
a great place to grow.

To cultivate local resources,
the provincial and national
governments are working
from the ground up and part-
nering with small producers.
A pioneering micro credit
scheme has helped 1,078
Cabindan farmers form co-
operatives to buy farming
equipment and seeds, and its
success is being replicated
across Angola. Four new gov-
ernment Agrarian Develop-
ment Stations offer farmers
advice on how to increase pro-
duction and improve the qual-
ity of crops. Other government
initiatives are building green-
houses to ensure a consistent
flow of quality produce, in-
troducing Congolese cattle
that thrive in the region’s hot
climate, and building a plant
to refine and bottle palm oil.

Encouraging farmers to
grow staple crops has already
enabled Cabinda to be self-
sufficient in peanuts, bananas,
and mandioca, which form the
cornerstones of the local diet.
“Our ambition is for our fam-
ily agricultural sector to in-
crease its production levels,”
says Alector Araujo, director
of the regional government's
Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development.
“We're entering a phase in
which we want farmers to in-

crease production by using
new technologies.”

Productivity in resource
industries is getting a boost
both on land and off the
Cabindan shore. Govern-
ment-supplied powerboats,
engines, and nets are en-
abling fishing cooperatives
to travel beyond the oil pro-
ducing areas of the coastline,

and haul in a larger catch
from farther out in the sea. 

Back on terra firma, the for-
est sector – Cabinda’s second-
largest industry – is gearing
up to meet the timber needs
generated by the Angolan con-
struction boom. The state-
owned BDA (Banco de
Desenvolvimento de Angola)
is making loans to help

sawmills and wood-products
producers increase their out-
put. Where the BDA has led
the way, commercial banks
have followed, finding oppor-
tunities for profit in Cabinda’s
historically undercapitalized
timber industry.

It’s a story that is being writ-
ten across Angola and Cabin-
da, as oil revenues and
infrastructure development
spur prosperity in other sec-
tors. Peace and growth are fi-
nally allowing Angolans to find
good jobs and save their mon-
ey, which creates enormous
opportunities for the coun-
try’s banking sector.

This potential hasn’t gone
unnoticed – a recent BNET
Business Network report put
three Angolan banks in the
top 10 of its Top 25 African
Banks list. With ten bank
branches now operating in
the province, and two more
in the planning stages, Cabin-
da is proving a natural place
to expand for Angola’s thriv-
ing financial sector.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES

Cabinda is planting stronger, more
diversified economic roots

Proven reserves in Angola have tripled in recent years, having some of the world’s biggest oilfields

Rich timber resources are being tapped by a growing construction sector

The education and health systems in
Cabinda have come a long way since
the peace accords, helped along by
tax revenue from the oil industry.
Further educational improvements will
be necessary to secure Angola’s future
and its economy, according to
provincial Education Director Dr. Joao
Chissina Mabiala. “We want to
guarantee an adequate education that
will give all citizens the chance to help
develop the country,” he explains.
Already, better health care programs
and facilities are improving the lives
of Cabindans of all ages.

The work starts at the
elementary level, where 89,000 of
Cabinda’s 130,000 primary school
students are receiving special aid in
the form of milk, nutritious cookies,
school uniforms, and school
supplies. Hundreds of new
classrooms have been built since
2002, allowing the government to
extend primary education up to the
sixth grade. Teacher salaries have
tripled in the same time period,
while the total number of

instructors has risen from 3,600 to
4,200.

Technical, adult and university
education is also expanding. A
recently opened technical school,
focused on the chemistry skills needed
by the oil industry, was created with
valuable guidance from national oil
company Sonangol. A 90-hectare
university campus is under
construction south of Cabinda City,
including ten colleges, residence halls,
and a new library.

While children have been the
beneficiaries of successful vaccination
and anti-parasite campaigns, new
clinics and hospitals are opening up
around Cabinda to improve the
medical facilities available to all
citizens. A new $6 million hospital
opened last year, an older hospital
was overhauled with new equipment,
and a third is under construction. To
reach rural areas, the government is
investing in mobile clinics that will roll
from school to school.

The upcoming CAN
soccer tournament will
be a chance for
Cabinda to showcase its
marvelous tourism offer

Cabinda’s human and eco-
logical wealth is helping
Angola to play a larger role
in Africa and the world. The
upcoming 2010 CAN
African Nations Champi-
onship soccer tournament
will be a chance for Cabin-
da to show off its new sta-
dium, which will be
inaugurated on the an-
niversary of Angola’s inde-
pendence next November
11th, to a continent of
sports fans. Beaches,
forests, and cultural attrac-
tions are the foundation of
a growing tourism sector
that employed 1,000 peo-
ple and racked up 29 million
kwanzas ( $386,000) in sales
in 2006.

Cabinda’s biggest tourist
attraction is the Mayombe
forest preserve. One of the
world’s largest plant and an-
imal reserves, it is home to
many rare trees, as well as
an animal population that
includes gorillas , chim-
panzees, and elephants.
Cabinda governor Jose Ani-
bal Lopes Rocha explains
that the forest will welcome
visitors while maintaining
its ecological integrity.
“We're even building a
tourist center in the heart
of the forest that will in-

clude a mini-hydroelectric
plant.”

Oil isn’t Cabinda’s only
underwater resource. The
Congo River flows out from
Cabinda and cuts a mile-
deep canyon into the ocean
floor, attracting an aston-
ishing variety of marine life.
Researchers have found that
rare and common dolphins
frolic together in Cabinda’s
seas, while a range of whale
species make them their
breeding grounds. Mean-
while, on the beaches, gov-
ernment scientists have
teamed up with Chevron’s
nature experts and local
fishermen to protect a pop-
ulation of rare Olive Ridley
sea turtles.

The cultural heritage of
Cabinda is profound, but
not widely known beyond
Angola’s borders. Fascinat-
ing traditional performers
called Bakamas are revered
as representations of spir-
its that intercede between
the living, the dead, and the
gods. While they dance in
public to mark important
events, the rituals and true
identities of the Bakamas
are a closely guarded secret.
Representing a whole host
of spirit characters – proud
Mabobolo, angry Makaia
Makonde-Konde, all-see-
ing Duengie Meso – the
Bakamas reflect a fascinat-
ing and nuanced tradition-
al Cabindan view of nature
and human psychology.

Bakamas are traditional dancers that represent spirits

OIL OUTPUT IS
INCREASING
RAPIDLY AND THE
INFRASTRUCTURE
MUST KEEP UP

SOCIAL INITIATIVES

Oil revenues are improving quality of life

CABINDA

Our World Insert is produced by United World. USA TODAY did not participate in its preparation and is not responsible for its content

Students from primary through university are enjoying better conditions

TOURISM

An opportunity
to show off to
the world 

Angola is Africa’s second largest oil exporter, thanks to Cabinda

Chevron, Sonangol and
ENI SpA are investing
heavily in Cabinda’s oil
infrastructure,
preparing it for great
increases in production
over the next several
years

PETROLEUM

The Angolan oil giant continues to grow
Cabinda has been and will remain essential to Angola’s economic future, as oil revenues from the province represent a large part of the national budget and will spur development
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